NICI Pumpdown and Cooldown
Procedure




Shown on the cover page is the NICI engineering pump down vacuum setup. This is
used only during engineering since the gauges are not robust enough for normal handling
and not trusted for very long term use. NICI will be shipped with the valve mounted
directly on the cryostat. If gauges are desired a T or X fitting can be added outside the
valve, between the valve and the pump. The data presented here are for NICI being
pumped with a Varian Turbo V70-LP turbo pump. This is a fairly small pump but since
it was mounted directly on the cryostat valve thus avoiding the line impedance it worked
quite well.

The graph below shows an early pump down of NICI. Subsequent pump downs will vary
from this curve no doubt but this is meant to give a typical curve. As NICI matures the
cleanliness of the vacuum environment will improve and the pump down should be
quicker.

NICI pressure versus time
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NICI Cool Down Data

The graph below shows an early cooldown curve for NICI using no liquid nitrogen
through the precharge can. This is a very convenient way to cooldown and represents a
long cooldown curve. Cooldown can be substantially accelerated by using the precharge
can. Two days with the precharge can is a reasonable minimum cooldown time.

Using this method the detectors will be operational at about 2 days but the backgrounds
will be elevated since the cold structure is still at about 130K. After about three days the
cold structure is down to 56K and the mechanisms should all have equilibrated so testing
can begin. Temperatures are nearly steady state by three days.

Note that once the closed cycle coolers are turned on the pressure drops rapidly to 10”7
Torr and bottoms out at about 10°® Torr.

NICI cool down curve (no LN2)
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